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taste of her anger by attempting to seize half a dozen
of the principal citizens of Forli. As it happened, not
only did this intent miscarry, but it went near being
the means of involving her in battle even before the
Duke's arrival; for the people, getting wind of the
affair, took up arms to defend their threatened fellow-
citizens.
She consoled herself, however, by seizing the per-
sons of Nicolo Tornielli and Lodovico Ercolani,, whom
the Council had sent to inform her that their repre-
sentatives had gone to Cesare with the offer of the
town. Further, to vent her rage and signify her hu-
mour, she turned her cannon upon the Communal
Palace and shattered the tower of it.
Meanwhile Cesare advanced. It was again Tiberti
who now rode forward with his horse to demand the
surrender of Forli. This was accorded as readily as
had been that of Imola, wrhereupon Cesare came up
to take possession in person; but, despite the cordial
invitation of the Councillors, he refused to enter the
gates until he had signed the articles of capitulation,
On December igth, under a deluge of rain,, Cesare,
in full armour, the banner of the Church borne ahead
of him, rode into Forli with his troops. He was housed
in the palace of Count Luffo Nomaglie (one of the
gentlemen whom Caterina had hoped to capture), and
his men were quartered through the town. These
foreign soldiers of his seem to have got a little out of
hand here at Forli, and they committed a good many
abuses, to the dismay and discomfort of the citizens.
Sanuto comments upon this with satisfaction, account-
ing the city well served for having yielded herself
up like a strumpet. It is a comment more pictur-